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It’s been 5 ½ months now since the COVID-19 Pandemic unofficially established itself in 
the US, and we’ve heard everything from predictions of doomsday to predictions for a 
steady recovery from this virus. Cases that were on the decline have started to increase 
again in some states, but the death rate has come down significantly. It’s hard to get a 
feel for where things are going, but very recent news about successful preliminary 
vaccine trials add some promise and hope to getting this all behind us. 

 

Even when our markets seem to be in flux, the “unique” nature of our hardwoods 
provides a stabilizing affect and the combination of enjoying demand from both 
domestic and international markets provides hardwood timberland owners some price 

https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Finfo.foreconinc.com%2Fe2t%2Ftc%2FVX5dfX2jHwpQVm44GT88KMXnW3mxgk34dkVB_N5j5FPX3p_8yV1-WJV7CgHS0W2z1sWC3gjvwpVvpDYm3CX-xbW69G4PW2qKZG2W6_29sC4bFR_lW6GKhMK5VcBL1W5fvzwM2SkhfsVlMD0J9l-8QtW7CMwT65ny1NVW2kZDQC8XVKpqW84S-BJ2ZrcH_W1NBDjG10g6P6Vw-69R6SlT_8N4xr7SdkGLcXW3VFNqr49WfvrW3Nm9Qs62HrG8W3YpwWG6SHLxxW3yBVwr4W5jgFVQGHfD5RXG3kW21pnRW9fpM2wW5HvTfw4FcFwP37j_1&data=02%7C01%7Crvlosky%40agcenter.lsu.edu%7C8970e348ffb14053c10d08d8386650d7%7C804b509899084bdf9c06b3df777563aa%7C0%7C0%7C637321359385065697&sdata=8PRcFiJkM%2FnFuASBy5%2BEhjjOxHBhQibADkIXQAAX3Dc%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Finfo.foreconinc.com%2Fe2t%2Ftc%2FVX5dfX2jHwpQVm44GT88KMXnW3mxgk34dkVB_N5j5FQQ3p_9rV1-WJV7CgRb6N3JHkxxxvJ80W4D5HSw19d1RkN6LSHhQhPWkVW96HhsM2YYvGCW4rT16H7yv_FSW6whw8c92k8fPW2t8Wmc3Y4gpbW7JqWst5Wjx15W44rR3J8SVyFsN3wZPQhCXQjzW8GPdpw6tMzsVW7-pVxm3BRc8kVFF2VD74mxRMW7q_myG2pwRtkW2JLsLp79h9FSW67fVGy5R8c7tN1K_4XyLB36gW81vLN019Jv6bW3X2Wdn5Fx_5gW3PMs6l8N-69kW4Zqkc04z_B3dW5TbFz34BLH3YW3s5RGh3HpXW8W7cb15N2dDDs6W2Jg7nG3l7pb8W5B91qm45s82D3k0T1&data=02%7C01%7Crvlosky%40agcenter.lsu.edu%7C8970e348ffb14053c10d08d8386650d7%7C804b509899084bdf9c06b3df777563aa%7C0%7C0%7C637321359385065697&sdata=159qt7xaYAUC3r2nXYUhbtYsFl%2FJSIP868OecPNUZxA%3D&reserved=0
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 protection. Timber continues to be in demand, and some species are selling at suitable 
prices right now. 

Read more here. 

 Log Exports Booming Again to China-- 
But, So Too Are Lumber Exports 

China’s purchasing was already up 43% in 
the first-quarter, relative to Q4 levels, so it 
seems more likely that a post-pandemic 
return in demand in these other major log 
markets, when it comes, will only add to the 
gains we are seeing in China. 

Read more here. 

  

 Cross-laminated Timber (CLT)  
Made from NE Hardwood Gaining Traction 

The New River Train Observation Tower design-build by Virginia Tech students and 
faculty sets multiple benchmarks for CLT research, design, and construction globally. 

  

  

  

  
 
 

Read more here. 

https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Finfo.foreconinc.com%2Fe2t%2Ftc%2FVX5dfX2jHwpQVm44GT88KMXnW3mxgk34dkVB_N5j5FQQ3p_9rV1-WJV7CgzWqW4jj-Dt8L2GqLN3zJLLZhFbtvW7fCVV74FCbSLW5mrrSX7t5jcFN977NdHxqC08W2Pkn6k4t6HR9W1F2KJ63tkB0wW5mj1tp318cT5W5B0BgW1M1ZKhW1wGYpD7g9R0pW4TWnqJ8MmyrqN6zSk4P3j1CzVn_7xK6BMqpQW92X-LS5xtsDpW3HnRMj1GlN6SVMyYqh7mCR00W1mTfp4984S4QW7Lj_yD4MNV8mVZ4QQr6FD0y7VkTl254jHJK6W2WR7Bm7r-bBZVBjSwT4RGydxVc85TD528756W9c2mGJ3Q_08gW2P4sK_2dG9PfN2Lm1LNGVW9y3qcD1&data=02%7C01%7Crvlosky%40agcenter.lsu.edu%7C8970e348ffb14053c10d08d8386650d7%7C804b509899084bdf9c06b3df777563aa%7C0%7C0%7C637321359385075655&sdata=jn0620Cd27LwQuwSmWqNQMXFNTvzA3aDg00AjsowSPg%3D&reserved=0
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Pain Now,  
Gains Later for U.S. Hardwood Lumber Exports 

Though facing myriad difficulties stemming 
from the virus, Vietnam’s economy has a 
thriving wood processing sector that is 
heavily dependent on imports of U.S. 
hardwood lumber.  

Additionally, Vietnam’s wood processing 
industry is poised for long-term growth, 
post-COVID-19, according to a June report 

from the U.S Foreign Agricultural Service Global Agricultural Information Network 
(GAIN).   

Read more here. 
  

 
 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
Richard P. Vlosky, Ph.D. 
Crosby Land & Resources Endowed Professor of Forest Sector Business Development 
Director, Louisiana Forest Products Development Center 
Room 227, School of Renewable Natural Resources 
Louisiana State University, Baton Rouge, LA 70803 
Phone (office): (225) 578-4527; Mobile Phone: (225) 223-1931 
Web Site: www.LFPDC.lsu.edu  
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